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Following are excerpts from 
the nationwide television 
broadcast last night by Sen- 
ator Edmund S. Muskie , Dem- 
ocrat of Maine: 

I am speaking from Cape 
Elizabeth, Me., to discuss 
with you the election cam- 
paign which Is coming to a 
close. 

In the heat of our cam- 
paigns, we have all become 
accustomed to a little anger 
and exaggeration.- Yet, on the 
whole, our political process 
wrong. There has been name 
ing for your Judgment a 
range of answers to the 
country’s problems and a 
choice between men who 
seek the honor of public 
service. 

That is our system. It has 
worked for almost 200 years, 
longer than any other politi- 
cal system in the world. And 
it still works. 

But in these elections of 
1970, something has gone 
•has served us well, present- 
calling and deception of al- 
most unprecedented volume. 
Honorable men have been 
slandered. Faithful servants 
of the country have had their 
motives, questioned and their 
patriotism doubted. 

This attack is not simply 
thevOverfcealousness of a few 
locai leaders. It has been led, 


inspired and guided from the 
highest offices in the land. 

The danger from this as- 
sault is not that a few more 
Democrats might be defeated 
— the country ean survive 
that; The true danger is that 
American, people will have 
been deprived of that public 
debate, that opportunity for 
fair judgment, which is the 
heartbeat of the democratic 
process. And that is some- 
thing the country cannot af- 
ford. 

Let me try to bring some 
clarity to this deliberate con- 
fusion. Let me begin - with 
those issues of law and 
order, of violence and unrest, 
which have pervaded the 
rhetoric of this campaign. 

I believe thatjany person 
who violates tfre law should 
be apprehend^., ’prosecuted 
and punished, if found guilty. 
So does every candidate for 
office of both parties. And 
nearly all Americans agree. 

I believe everyone has . a 
right to feel secure, on the 
streets of his city and in the 
buildings where he works .or 
studies. So does every can- 
didate . for office of both 
parties. And nearly all Amer- 
icans agree. 

Therefore, there is no issue 
of law and order, or of vio- 
lence. There is only a prob- 
lem, -^here -is no disagree- 


ment about what we want. 
There are only different ap- 
proaches to getting it. And 
the harsh and uncomforta- 
ble fact is that no one, in 
either party, has the final 
answer. 

For four years, a conserva- 
tive Republican has been 
Governor of California. Yet 
there is no more law and 
order in California 'today 
than when he took office. 

President Nixon, like Pres- 
ident Johnson before him, 
has taken a firm stand. A 
Democratic Congress has 
passed sweeping legislation. 
Yet America is no more or- 
derly or lawful nor its 
streets more safe than was 
the case two years ago, or 
four or six. 

We must deal with symp- 
toms — strive to prevent 
crime, halt violence and 
punish the wrongdoer. * 

, But we must also look 
for the deeper causes, in the 
structure of our society. 

If one of your loveci ones 
is sick, you do not think it is 
soft or undisciplined of a 
doctor to try and discover 
the agents of illness. But you 
would soon discard a doctor 
who thought it enough to 
stand by the bed and right- 
eously curse the disease. 

Yet there are those who 
seek to turn our common dis- 
tress to partisan advantages. 


not by offering better solu- 
tions but with empty threat 
and malicious slander. 

They imply that Demo- 
cratic candidates for high 

office in Texas and Cali- 
fornia, in Illinois and Ten- 

nessee, in Utah and Mary- 
land, and among my New 

England neighbors from Ver- 
mont and Connecticut, men 
who have courageously pur- 
sued their convictions in the 
service of the republic in 
war and in peace, that these 
men actually favor violence 
and champion the wrongdoer. 

That is a lie. And the 
American people know it is 
a lie. 

And what are we to think 
when men in positions or 
public ' trust openly declare: 

<IThat the party of Frank- 
lin Roosevelt and Harry 
Truman, which led us out of 
depression and to victory 
over international barbarism; 

<IThe party of John Ken- 
edy, who was slain in the 
service of the country he 
inspired; 

<IThe party of Lyndon 
Johnson, who withstood the 
fury of countless demonstra- 
tions in order to pursue a 
course he believed in;' 

<IThe- party of Robert Ken- 
nedy, murdered on the eve 
of his greatest triumphs; 

How dare they tell us that 
this party is less devoted or 
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less courageous in maintain- 
ing American principles and 
values than are they them- 
selves. 

This is nonsense. And we 
all know it is nonsense. 

These attacks are danger- 
ous in a more important 
sense, for they keep us from 
dealing with our problems. 

Names and threats will 
not end the shame of ghettos 
and racial injustice, restore 
a degraded environment or 
end a long and bloody war. 

Slogans and television 
commercials will not bring 
the working man that as- 
surance of a constantly ris- 
ing standard of life which 
was his only a few years 
ago and which has been 
cruelly snatched away. 

No administration can be 
expected to solve the diffi- 
culties of America in two 
years. But we can fairly ask 
two things — that a start be 
made and that the nation be 
instilled with a sense of for- 
ward movement, of high pur- 
pose. This has not been done. 

Let us look, for example, 
at the effort to bait inflation. 
We all agree that inflation 
must be arrested. This Ad- 
ministration has decided it 
could keep prices down by 
withdrawing money from the 
economy. Now I do not think 
they will ever control infla- 
tion this way. 


But even if their policy 
was sound, the money had to 
come from someone. And 
who did they pick to pay? It 
was the working man, the 
consumer, the middle-class 
American. 

There are only two kinds 
of politics. They are not radi- 
cal and reactionary, or con- 
servative and liberal, or even 
Democratic and Republican. 
There are only the politics of 
fear and the politics of trust. 

One says: You are encircled 
by monstrous dangers. Give 
us power over your freedom 
so we may protect you. 

The other says: The world 
is a baffling and hazardous 
place, but It can be shaped 
to the will of men. 

Ordinarily that division is 
not between parties, but be- 
tween men and ideas. But 
this year the leaders of the 
Republican party have inten- 
tionally made that line a 
party line. They have con- 
fronted you with exactly t|£t 
choice. 

Thus, in voting for the 
Democratic party tomorrow,^ 
you cast your vote for trust, 
not just, ‘in leaders or poli- 
cies/but for trusting your fel- 
low citizens, in the ancient 
traditions of this home for 
freedom and, most of all, for 
trust in yourself. 


